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Shoplifting offences
are going unpunished
g More than 7,000 offences
occurred over the past year
but only 1,500 prosecutions

By Bill Edgar

FULL STORY: PAGE 4

THOUSANDS of shoplifting of-
fences in County Durham and Dar-
lington have gone unpunished as
traders continue to count the cost
of stolen items.
New figures show more than

7,000 offences occurred across the
region over the past year, yet only
around 1,500 cases resulted in a
prosecution.
Durham Constabulary has

logged an alarming 23,771 shoplift-

ing offences since April 2021.
Offences reached a high in be-

tween April 2023-24 as 7,142 inci-
dents were recorded. However, just
1,657 offences resulted in a charge
or summons, according to data ob-
tained by Personal Injury Claims
UK.
In some cases, offenders were

cautioned and penalty notices
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were handed out. Others were re-
solved by community resolution.
“Shoplifting in Darlington is hor-

rendous and jeopardises people’s
jobs and shops shut down because
of it,” said staff at MaxiDeals.
Durham Constabulary said the

consequences of the crime mean
everyday shoppers are paying
more for food and drink.
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MOTORSTrade

Telling you their plans
before they become
your problems

Find, save and share Public Notices
that affect you in your local area.

You’d want to know if
someone was planning
to a power station near
you, right?

Don’t be caught out
Every day applications are made
for permission to have a music,
food and entertainment licence.

The Public Notice Portal is a free to
use, online service that will tell you who
is applying for what and for where. It’s
free to use and if you register and tell
us the area you are interested in, we’ll
keep checking the updates and will
email to tell you about any plans for
your community before they become
a reality.

Telling you their plans
before they become
your problems

You’d want to know
if someone was

planning something
in your area?

Don’t be caught out!
Register with Public Notice
Portal to save searches and

setup email alerts

The best move
you’ll make...
To advertise your Removals business
contact the team today

t:
e: northeast.advertising@localiq.co.uk
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